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Ayear later, he reversed his allegiance:

M. Ferdinand Robinson, a negro, who was a delegate to the State democratic convention, president of a
democratic club in Lexington, and celebrated throughout the state by democratic orators as  man of unusual good.
sense, who knew what was good for himself and his race, has shocked them by taking a “new departure.” And
doing it so sincerely and earnestly as to renounce publicly the democratic party and nite with the republicans.™

Ferdinand Robinson and Caroline Catherine "Kitty" St. Clair had three children:

5. i LUCIEN F3ROBINSON, born about 18431 died between 15 January 185281 - 9 July 1860 when

he was not enumerated in the population census 52 He may have been an unwell child as Polly L.
Ficklin specified her railroad stock for the benefit “of Lucien, son of Kitty — if he dies underage, to.
sister Georgeann,"® who later said her brother Lucien “died young "*

+ 6 i GEORGE ANN ROBINSON, bom February 1846% in Lexington: died there on 12 March 18962
She married (1) Robert Caldwell, on 13 June 1866 in Lexington®” and (2) John Miller on 5 May
1885 in Hamilton County, Ohio 5

+ 7. iii. JAMES K. POLK ROBINSON, born in February 1849 in Lexington; died there on 22 March
191150 Before September 1892, he married possibly (1) Lizzie [—?—]* About 1898 he married.
(2) Susie [—?—1, bom November 1864 in Kentucky 2

3. Nelson?Robinson (Nellie"), born about 1825 in Christian County:#* died about May 1890 in
Lexington % He married Louisa Seymour, “a free woman of color,” on 1 February 1860 “2 doors from City Hall”
in Lexington % She was born about 1838 in Kentucky and possibly died between August-December 1889 in
Lexington %

Nelson Robinson lived with his mother, Nellie, in Polly L. Ficklin's house the summer of 1849 when both
‘women died of cholera % Although he surely had a chance to leam how to read and write while living in Polly’s
‘house (as his brother Ferdinand did), Nelson, who signed his bank card with an X 1% apparently did not pursue the
‘opportunity.

1n 1850, he lived in Teegarden Woods, in Zilpha's crowded house 10! Later, he owned an “eating saloon” in
Lexington where he resided 1% Nelson participated with Ferdinand in the unsuccessful 1868 trust dissolution
Tawsuit 193

Both he and Louisa joined an August 1889 Fayette Circuit Court case 10¢ Lovisa likely died shortly thereafter
since, by December 1889, Nelson continued s 2 plaintiff without her 95 His attomeys wrote “Nelson Robinson is
quite old and infirm, and is now homeless ™16 When preparing his will on 17 February 1890, Nelson did not
‘mention Louisa. He named a son, Malachi, and daughters Jane, Nellie, and Margarete. He directed his “body to be
‘buried in my lot in the burying ground of Benevolent Society No. 2197 A few months following his probate
‘hearing on 19 Tune 1890 1% Nelson’s attorney received payments totaling $208.96 from the sale of the Walker
Tract 1

Nelson Robinson and Louisa Seymour had four children:

8. i MALACHE ROBINSON, bom about 1861 in Kentucky;11 last on record in May 1906 when
‘admitted to the Fayette County infirmary 1! Tn 1880, he lived with his parents 12 possibly
‘employed in his father's restaurant located on the premises 112 Malachi cooked for Lexington’s
‘Phoenix Hotel in 1897 when arrested for stealing meat and eggs from his employer 4 He continued.
‘working as a ook and, in 1902, entered the county poor house!1s where he may have remained
until transferred to the infirmary.

9. ii. JANEROBINSON, bomn 9 April 1869 in Lexington;” died 18 July 1946 in Dayton,
Montgomery County, Ohio.1* On 16 November 1892, in Montgomery County, she
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‘married James Qualls 116 born June 1849 in Kentucky;1® died 25 December 1914 12! Jane worked
as a laundress, staying in 1920 with her daughter, Luella 12 By 1930, Jane lived in her son-in-law,
Elmer McGee's, household 122 Both shel2* and James Qualls'® are busied in Dayton’s New.
Greencastle Cemetery.

10. iii. NELLIE ROBINSON, born 22 July 1871 in Lexington; died 15 December 1951 in Dayton,
Montgomery County, Ohio 12 She boarded with her sister Jane in 1900, as did William Sublett 127
On 9 October 1900, in Dayton, Nellie married William Sublett 1 A son to Jacob Sublett and Ann
Clay, 12 he was born 5 February 1869 in Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky; 1% died 2 April
1938 in Chicago, Cook County, Illinois 13! The couple lived in Chicago in 1910132 where Nellie, a
Taundress, remained in 1920 133 By 1930, she had retumed to Dayton 13+

11 iv. MARGARETE "MAGGIE" ROBINSON, bom about 1875 in Kentucky: 3 possibly
still living 17 February 1890 when her father wrote a will naming her 1 In June 1891 she is not
isted with her sisters and brother in a property division 137

4. Mary? [Robinson?] (Nellie, bom about 1829 in Kentucky:15® died after 15 Tune 1891 1% She may have
‘married (1) Richard Foster before July 1845, probably in Fayette County, Kentucky 0 He was born about 1810 in
Kentucky!“! or Virginia:}** died February 1877 in Fayette County, Kentucky > She may have married (2) Wade
‘Hampton about 6 July 1872 in Fayette County 14 He was born about 1840 in Kentucky: died about summer 1883
in Fayette County 145 She may have married (3) Robert Kennedy before June 1890 14

Polly and Joseph Ficklin surely considered Mary as married to Richard Foster by Tuly 1845 when acting as
sureties for him as a free man 1¥” Unlike others in Polly’s enslaved group, including her brother, Ferdinand, who
chose formal weddings, Mary did not. As she explained, “Slaves used to live together as husband and wife simply
by obtaining the consent of their masters and living together. They considered that marrying They did not always
have a ceremony "4

Tn 1850, 22-year-old Mary and Richard, 50, were enumerated in Kirkville with their two children Ellen
Foster, 5, and Richard Foster, 3 14 The couple stayed together for at least another twenty years. They did not
declare their pre-emancipation union to the county clerk’s office once it became legally possible. 50 but they both
joined as plaintiffs in the 1868 trust lawsuit 151

On 6 Tuly 1872, Wade Hampton made bond for his intended marriage to Mary Foster. The clerk noted: “both
‘parties of age, consent of woman proven by the oath of her brother, Nelson Robinson 152

Richard Foster died before 12 February 1877, when trustee Johnson noted that he paid $15.00 for the burial
‘of Mary Foster’s husband."153

At some point, Mary’s house became structurally unsafe and she sought employment in the country to eam
‘money. Her brother, Nelson, said *T loaned her some money to rebuild with. She built a frame cottage, the house:
torn down having been a brick "5+

Mary Hampton was a party to the December 1889 dissolution effort, her attomeys noting she “is quite poor
‘and scarcely able to make a living, and the house she s in is not suitable for  residence "155 Despite that
assessment, she still lived there, saying, “T am the only one of the Polly Ficklin slaves living on the Kirksville
‘property or on any part of the Ficklin property except James Robinson who lives on the Short street property
devised to his mother Kitty ™15 On 15 June 1891, her home was deeded to her, the commissioner remarking she.
‘was then known as “Mary Kennedy formerly Mary Hampton ™15" In addition, she realized $208 36 from the
‘Walker Tract sale 155

‘Mary [Robinson?] and Richard Foster had the following children:

+ 12. i ELLENFOSTER, bom about 1845 in Kentucky; still living in April 1890.
‘She possibly married (1) William Gatlett!s? and (2) Howard Black, born about 1848 in Kenfucky.
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ii. RICHARD FOSTER was bom about 1847 in Kentucky. He was named as 2 plaintiff in the
1868 lawsuit 190

14. iii. JOSEPH FOSTER was born about 1858 in Kentucky. Abt. 1881 married Martha [—7—1; she was
‘born about 1869 in Kentucky 18! In 1910, Joseph and his family lived in his late mother's house in
Lexington 162

15 iv. ELIZAFOSTER was born about 1861 in Kentucky. She likely died before 1890

Third Generation

6. George Ann3 Robinson (Ferdinand?, Nellie), born February 18461 in Lexington;1e* died there on 12 March
1896 155 She married (1) Robert Caldwell, son of Elizabeth [—?—], on 13 June 1865 in Lexington 15 He was
‘born May 183517 in Fayette County: died there 2 Tuly 1902 at home on South Mill Street in Lexington 1% On 5
May 1885, she married John Miller in Hamilton Couaty, Ohio 155

‘George Ann spent some years as a mattress maker ™ likely employed with her father, Ferdinand. In 1870, a
son, Ferdinand Caldwell, was enumerated both in her household!17: and, as Ferdinand Robinson, in her father's 172
George Ann Caldwell and her husband, Robert Caldwell, participated in the unsuccessful 1868 lawsuit 7 Two
‘years later, she was working as a laundress in Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio 1"

On 5 May 1885, as Georgie A. Robinson, she married John Miller in Hamilton Couaty 175 A month later,
Margaret Robinson deeded to George Ann Miller of Hamilton County, Ohio, three adjoining lots in Lexington’s
Bruce’s addition for S1 and “the love and affection she bears to the second party as the daughter of her deceased
‘husband Ferdinand Robinson.” Margaret retained the right to live on the property and authorized George Ann to
‘bequeath it to her children “in such measures as she shall think proper.™\7¢

George Ann Miller and her husband, John Miller, joined the 1889 Ficklin trust lawsuit 17 In various
documents created around this time, George Ann referred to both John Miller and Robert Caldwell as her husband.
‘For example, on 17 December 1891, George Ann Caldwell and Robert Caldwell, her husband, agreed Robert
could, during his lifetime, use “the lower two rooms and the front and back yard” of the “double brick house™
‘house where George Ann lived with her mother 178

George Ann realized $574.38 from the Walker tract sale!™ and half interest in the Short Street buildings 10
Her considerable estate included a “horse and rocaway [sic]” willed to son, Ferdinand 12! who purchased his
‘mother’s real property at auction 152

George Ann Robinson and Robert Caldwell had four children:

+ 16 i FERDINAND* CALDWELL, bom on 14 December 1865 in Cynthiana, Harrison County,
Kentucky; died on 18 June 1940 in Springfield, Clark County, Ohio 18 He married Nannie Jackson,
daughter of John Jackson and Elizabeth Ellis, on 23 April 1885 in Lexington 15¢ She was bom
there 24 Tuly 1869 and died 21 March 1934 in Springfield 155

17. ii. ROBERT CALDWELL, born about 1868 in Kentucky 1% George Ann Caldwell named him as a son
on 23 October 1891157

18. ii. BENJAMIN CALDWELL, bom about 1870 in Kentucky; died 23 May 1896 in Manhattan, New
York 152 He married Sarah Johnson, daughter of Wm. Johnson and Matilda Gant, on 10 May 1896
in Manhattan 1% She was born about 1870 in Washington, D C 1%

19. iv. CHARLES CALDWELL, bom § July 1872 in Kentucky: died on 3 April 1922 in Lexington 19
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7. James K. Polk® Robinson (Ferdinand?, Nellie!) was bom in February 1849152 in Lexington'®? and died there
‘on 22 March 1911 15 Sometime before September 1892, he married (1) Lizzie [—?—]155 About 1898 he married.
(2) Susie [—?—1, born November 1864 in Kentucky 195

‘The Fayette County court freed 18-month-old James, along with his siblings, George Ann and Lucien; an
aunt, Betsy Call; and maternal grandmother, Phoebe, on 13 August 1850 157 He grew up as the son of a respected
‘businessman and held little or no memory of life as a Ficklin slave. While still underage, he joined as a plaintiff in
the 1868 attempt to dissolve the Ficklin trust 1%

In fall 1869, James Robinson, son of Ferdinand Robinson of Lexington, enrolled as a student at Kentucky’s
‘Berea College 1% He may have spent time in the military?™® before returning to Lexington. By 1877 he owned a
restaurant and upholstery business 1 The Ficklin trust dissolution provided him with half ownership in the Short
Street buildings 2 and $574.38 from the Walker tract sale 23 An 1892 property transfer suggests a first wife:
“Tames Robinson and Lizzie Robinson his wife and George Ann Miller and Tno. Miller her husband, all of
Lexington "+

About 1898, he married Susie [—?—]25 An unemployed carpenter in 1900, he and Susie lived in her
‘mother’s household 2% He returned to the upholstery business?” learned as a child, dying in March 1911, from
tuberculosis and exhaustion 5%

James K. Polk Robinson and Susie [—?—], had the following child:
20 i. FERDINAND*ROBINSON aka FERDINANDO CASTLEMAN/CASALAM
ROBINSON, born 1 May 1900 in Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky: 2% died 8 March 1952 in
Louisville, Tefferson County, Kentucky 212 As Ferdinando C. Robinson, he married Elizabeth
‘Smith, davghter of G-W. Smith and Maggie Hendron, on 20 December 1926 in Clark County,
Tndiana 211 She was born 25 December 1909 in Tennessee 212 They divorced about August 1042213
and he joined the US Naval Reserve, serving from 4 February 1943 to 5 September 1944 21¢

12. ELLEN? FOSTER (Mary? Robinson, Nellie!), born about 1845 in Kentucky:* died unknown. She possibly
‘married (1) William Gatlett?!s and (2) Howard Black, born about 1848 in Kentucky 217

Ellen Gatlett and her husband, William Gatlett, were both plaintiffs in the 1868 attempt to dissolve the Ficklin
trust 215 In 1880, Ellen lived in Cincinnati with her husband, Howard Black, and son, Nelson Evans 219 She
received $208 86 from the Walker Tract sale 220

Ellen Foster had one known child:
21 i. NELSON¢ EVANS, born about 1866 in Kentucky;22! died 14 January 1905 Cook County, Illinois 2

CONCLUSION
Family historians work to provide glimpses of earlier lives and times. They appreciate the uniqueness of
every individual's story. Polly L. Ficklin considered herself in control of a single “family of slaves, 2
only once providing information on the relationships among those named 22 Research shows this
artificial grouping contained several matriarchs, including Nellie, whose earliest Robinson descendants
are identified here as an aid for future researchers

Endnotes start on Page 24.
See Page 34 for an image of Ferdinand Robinson’s bank card dated 1871.
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© Wi Margret
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Freedom Delayed — The Robinson Family of Fayette County, Kentucky

by Pamela Lyons Brinegar, ccs

“Tam free.” Ferdinand Robinson wrote to an uncle in
August 1850, adding that his sister, Mary, and brother,
Nelson, were also emancipated ! A practical man,
‘Ferdinand made an honest assessment: “They partly
enjoy it at this time "

‘Their new status required caution. The Kentucky
Court of Appeals described “free people of color™ as
“mere residents without rights,” elaborating

...they are incapable of holding the lowest office in
the government; they do not enjoy the rights of
suffrage and cannot even be awimess in a civil case.
In short, they possess not one of the privileges which
are peculiarly characteristic of a citizen, and not
even all those which are by courtesy allowed to
aliens and strangers, while residing in the State?

Tust over a month after Ferdinand wrote to his uncles,
Congress passed the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, *
strengthening legitimate concerns many free blacks
already held about traveling too far from places
authorities could readily identify them.

Beyond these statutory constraints, a trust established
by their late owner, Polly’ L. Ficklin, inadvertently
‘held the majority of her former slaves in semi-
‘bondage, a situation not remedied until 1890

Most accounts of Polly’s estate stem from Kentucky
‘historian J. Winston Coleman’s abbreviated
description:
Polly Fickiin, of Fayette County, emancipated all her
slaves by her will and gave them the village of
“Kirkville,” where they lived, 10 be held in common
Jfor the benefit of all, “particularly those who from
age, infirmity or infancy are unable to support
themselves.”

Avillage. The very word raises images of countryside
self-sufficiency, security, and well-being. It suggests a
‘water supply and enough land to raise food and
animals for its inhabitants. But Polly’s Kirkville” does
‘not appear on a map, on tax lists, or in oral histories.

(Endnotes on Page 24)

Tn its entirety, it consisted of five houses along the
‘present-day Lexington, Kentucky block of West Third
Street between Georgetown and Henry (then Todd)
streets. (See Image 1)*

Image 1: Kirkville, Fayette County, Kentucky ~ 1855
five crcled houses)

Polly’s Terms
Polly L. Ficklin died in mid-August 1840 9 one of
Lexington’s last victims in a cholera epidemic. Three
others, all slaves, died in her house that summer —
Neltie and Scott of cholera; © Kitty of another illness 1!
‘These premature deaths unsettled her enslaved
‘population. Her lengthy will did not immediately
free any of her slaves. She named only a few in
the document: Louisa and her daughter,
Josephine, recently purchased for Polly’s
erandniece, Octavia Kentucky Anna Smith (then
age 7), were not eligible for freedom; Henry
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‘would remain enslaved until Polly’s widower, Joseph
Fickdin, died or wished to grant him liberty 12

For all others, she held out only the promise of
‘manumission once they met her conditions. To obtain
the goal, they must hire themselves out to pay her
debts, including funeral expenses, and the cost of a
“decent monument ” Edward assumed the further
‘burden of paying $200 still due on his purchase price.
Only then, Polly stipulated, could he “live with his
‘wife & children '3 The adults also faced the
immediate matter of supporting themselves and their
families

Polly bequeathed property in trust to the majority of

her former slaves in four unevenly apportioned parts:

(See image 2)1

1) twenty acres, called the Walker Tract on
Georgetown Turnpike, for their common benefit,
especially the infirm or very young;

2) Kirkville, where she had already placed families;

3) lifetime use of two brick buildings on Short Street
for Phoebe and her daughters, Betsey and Kitty:15
and

4) lifetime use of one acre and two houses bult for
Zilpha and her daughter, Cora, located in
‘Teegarden Woods, on Georgetown Turnpike 16

Polly further stipulated that former slaves moving

away or attempting to sell their interest in the trust

forfeited their shares to the others. She prohibited

trustees from selling property unless Kentucky

required firee colored persons to leave the state.

‘The possibility of freeing Polly’s enslaved individuals
emerged years before she died. Her first husband, John
B. Campbell, favored manumission, writing in his
1815 will:

.1 do most solemly [sic] enjoin it upon her as the last
request of her Husband to emancipate all her slaves
and give them accordingly as they behave property for
their support, taking care to appoint suitable persons
as trustees to guard them from imposition and also to
have as many of them taught to read as may be
convenient 1!

® Jul

2018+ Kenmu

Image 2. Polly L. Ficklin - 1849
Lexington & Fayette Co., KY Real Property

A Skont Stceet residene and related buildings
B Kirkville~ Third Street
. Walker Tract & (across Georgetown St) Teegarden Woode)

Despite this plea, Polly resisted freing slaves during
her lifetime. Even if she agreed with the suggestion,
she could not afford to do so. Kentucky county courts,
following statutory authority 1 required manumitters
to post bond, showing resources sufficient to ensure 1o
freed slave became a ward of the couaty.

‘After her frst husband's death, Polly remained en-
snared in costly, persistent litigation with the United.
States government over his war actions 1° In 1823, "An
act for the relief of Polly L. Campbell, widow of
Colonel John B. Campbell, deceased, late of the
eleventh regiment of United States' infantry” relieved
her of further financial obligation. By then, she.
depended on income realized from hiring out slaves.

PO Bos 153, Frankfort, KY 4
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Polly remarried that year, to Joseph Ficklin of Fayette
County 20 The existence of slavery seemingly suited.

the Lexington postmaster who, on occasion, acted as

an agent for those wishing to sell slaves 2!

Madison C. Johnson, Trustee
Tn her will, Polly Ficklin designated three trustees 22
Of these, Madison C. Johnson assumed the lead.
Managing her estate in the wake of a cholera epi-
demic may have contributed to the absence of certain
records, including an inventory of real and personal
‘property. On the other hand, Johnson was a powerful
fellow who undertook his personal obligations
seriously but sometimes ignored legal demands 2

Despite the estate’s restrictions on obtaining freedom,
in August 1850, possibly to sidestep property taxes,
M.C. Tohnson reported that the Ficklin estate had
‘manumitted 39 unnamed persons 2 He also likely
‘elieved all the eligible individuals deserved the rights
of freedom without waiting longer. In all, only  dozen
‘people may have legally qualified. “T have all my life
‘been in favor of emancipating the slaves of the State,”
Tohnson testified 2 For decades, he tended to the trust,
trying to meet the most critical needs of its
‘beneficiaries. With his assistance, one family
‘encumbered by Polly’s conditions relocated to Ohio
‘without subsequent financial penalty 25

‘From its inception, Polly’s trust proved unworkable.
‘The burden of meeting her terms was great, Walker
‘Tract generated litle or 00 income, and everyone
involved favored abolishing it Their equity suit
seeking dissolution ended up before the 1868
Kentucky Court of Appeals. Attomeys for the
‘plaintiffs argued that the land could be a desert for all
the advantage it provided 2 As the defendant,
Madison C. Johnson wrote of his eagerness for people
to receive a real benefit from the trust, “which is
impossible while said land continues as at present "
Nonetheless, the court ruled the beneficiaries were
“better protected in their enjoyment [of the trust], both
by Federal and State law, than at the time of [Polly
Ficklin's] decease.™

Following this defeat, on 5 March 1872, Madison C.
Johnson leased the twenty-acre Walker Tract to the

Agricultural and Mechanical Association of Colored
‘People of Fayette County. The association operated.
the successful Colored Fairgrounds™ uatil after
Johnson’s death in December 18865

‘The Court Reconsiders
A new, court-appointed Ficklin trustee filed suit on 22
Tune 1888 to break the “troublesome trust” and sell
the property, arguing, “the negro now has precisely the
same position, 50 far as the law knows or is con-
cemned, as the white man " Besides, he said, the “aged.
‘and infirm” people Polly lived with were dead 32 He
asked the court to consider one thing:
‘Shall this trust be perpetuated, this property tied up,
and these peaple kept under guardianship forever?%

‘This court ordered the long-awaited dissolution of
‘Polly’s fifty-year old trust. The resulting depositions,
often conflicting and confusing, played a critical role
in learning more about the Robinson family of Fayette
County, Kentucky. Its matriarch’s name was Nellie.

(See Genealogical Summary on next page)
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GENEALOGICAL SUMMARY
First Generation

1. Nellie! was born about 1803% almost certainly in Kentucky to unidentified parents. She died of cholera
Tune 1849 in Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky 35 The probable father of her children was Nelson who “died in
the south 36

Nellie, age 19, is listed as personal property in a 31 December 1822 prenuptial agreement 37 Polly L [atham]
‘Campbell of Christian County, Kentucky, fashioned the unusual document in anticipation of her second marriage
to Joseph Ficklin of Lexington, Kentucky. Its sole purpose was to retain control over her property through trustees,
despite her remarriage. No mention was made of relationships among the 20 enslaved named individuals. Itis
Tikely her parents lived as slaves among Polly’s close relatives and friends

A decade later, Polly again enumerated her personal property, this time describing some of the families,
including Nellie’s:

“One Negro Woman Nelly thirty years old and her three children, Ferdinand 11 years old, Nelson § years old
Mary 6 years 0ld.™3® [Also] “Cyrus twenty five years old and his sister Anna 20 years old [are] ...the brother and
sister of . Nellie 3

‘The transition of Polly’s slaves from Christian to Fayette County lasted from early 1823, until 1835 when she
sold the remainder of her western Kentucky property* Nellie likely moved to Lexington after 1825, when her
‘younger son, Nelson, was born in Christian County. Both he and his brother, Ferdinand, stated they were born
there, but brought up in Lexington *

Polly wrote her will on 1 November 1848, designing an estate intended to provide for her former slaves
Nellie, surely among the most favored of Polly’s enslaved, who spent her entire adult life carrying out a mistress’s
‘bidding, missed the opportunity to participate in the semi-freedom afforded manumitted slaves. She died, along
‘with Polly, during the 1849 cholera epidemic 2

Nellie and Nelson had three childsen

+ 2 i FERDINAND2ROBINSON,bom about 1822+ in Chistian County:*s
died between 17 October-10 November 1876 in Lexington # He married (1) Caroline Catherine
“Kitty" St. Clair'® and (2) Margaret Graham during November 18514

+ 3. i NELSONROBINSON, bom about 1823% in Christian County;s! died about May 1890
in Lexington 52 He married Louisa Seymour there on 1 Feb 186053

+ 4 i MARY [ROBINSON?], born about 1829 in Kentucky:* died after 15 June 189155
‘She likely married (1) Richard Foster before July 1845 3% (2) Wade Hampton about 6 Tuly 1872, 57
and (3) Robert Kennedy before June 189058
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Second Generation

2. Ferdinand? Robinson (Nellie"), born about 1822 in Christian County:® died between 17 October - 10
November 1876 in Lexington 8! He married (1) Caroline Catherine "Kitty"2 St. Clair & a daughter of Phoebe.5¢
‘She was born about 18245 likely in Fayette County; died on 21 June 1849 in Lexington % He married (2) Margaret
‘Graham in November 1851 in Lexington 7 She was born about 1824 in Kentucky® and died after June 1885 when
she tumed her property over to her step-daughter s

‘The summer of 1849 proved especially difficult for Ferdinand Robinson, as a February 1850 letter written to his

‘uncles described:
My wife dide the 21% Day of June 1849 my mother Dide in June 1849.. My Mistes Dide in August 1849

As a widower with three small children, he required assistance. Despite his Polly-assigned Kirkville house, he
stayed for a while in Teegarden Woods with Zilpha,"! and his daughter, George Ann, with freedman Isaac Robinson 72

Ferdinand prospered as a free man. He was literate, owned a matiress making business, and purchased property
independent of the Ficklin trust 7 He complied with Polly’s terms for freedom before anyone else, earning his
certificate in May 1850 (See Image 3). The court described him as 27 years old, 5'6 high, and of dark complexion 7
Later that month, the court also manumitted his three children, mother-in-law, and sister-in-law”s

“An industrious man "7 Ferdinand handled all business matters with such promptness. Before February 1866,
free persons of color could not legally record their marriages in Kentucky. Once the state permitted declarations of
existing “colored” marriages, Ferdinand stood among the firstin line to document his 1851 second marriage to
Margaret Graham 77
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In the early 1870s, Ferdinand engaged publicly in politics:
Ferdinand Robinson, living in Brucetown, having proclaimed himself a Democrat... had been threatened
with violence...and these threats were put into execution on Saturday night last. Some eight or ten negroes
assaulted his house, broke open the door, and fired a number of shots into the building,.. Ferdinand, being
aresolute man, did not run off or retreat, but seizing his pistol rushed out after his assailants, and fired on
them, they beating a hasty retreat and going off in the darkness.™s




